
AGENDA ITEM 9 
REPORT CL01/21 

 

A REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK TO 

A MEETING OF MALVERN TOWN COUNCIL 

to be held on Tuesday 3 August 2021 at 6.00 pm 

in the Council Chamber, Malvern Hills District Council, Avenue Road  

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1. For discussion. 

2. Recommendation  

2.1. That Council considers a response to the public consultation on ward boundaries 
for Malvern Hills District Council. 

3. Background 

3.1. Malvern Hills District Council (MHDC) is represented by 38 councillors over 22 
wards.  Of this area, Malvern Town is represented by 15 councillors over 6 wards 
(see appendix A). 

3.2. The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is inviting proposals for 
new council wards and ward boundaries.  This electoral review will look at: 

• The total number of councillors elected to the council in the future 

• The number of wards 

• The number of councillors representing each ward 

• Ward boundaries 

• The names of wards 

3.3. The current thinking is that 31 councillors should be elected to Malvern Hills District 
Council in the future, 7 fewer than at present. 

3.4. More information including interactive maps can be found at 
www.consultation.lgbce.org.uk/have-your-say/24708  The consultation will close on 
20 September 2021. 

3.5. Council may wish to put forward comments to help draw up a pattern of wards to 
accommodate 31 councillors. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1. None pertaining to this report. 

5. Legal Implications 

5.1. In drawing up new electoral wards, the boundary commission must balance three 
legal criteria: 

5.2. To deliver electoral quality, where each councillor represents roughly the same 
number of electors as others across the district. 

5.3. That the pattern of wards should, as far as possible, reflect the interests and 
identities of local committees. 

5.4. That the electoral arrangements should provide for effective and convenient local 
government. 

http://www.consultation.lgbce.org.uk/have-your-say/24708
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End  
 
Linda Blake 
Town Clerk 
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A REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK TO 

A MEETING OF MALVERN TOWN COUNCIL 

to be held on Tuesday 3 August 2021 at 6.00 pm 

in the Council Chamber, Malvern Hills District Council, Avenue Road  

 

ROSEBANK GARDENS 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1. For decision. 

2. Recommendation  

2.1. Council is asked to consider and agree works as outlined in background 3.4 below 
following the slippage of land in Rosebank Gardens. 

3. Background 

3.1. On 24 February 2021, a land slippage occurred in Rosebank Gardens.  The extent 
of the landslip is approximately 25m by 25m and the material from the slope has 
slumped to cover the footpath at the bottom of the slip. 

3.2. Initial inspections by outside contractors revealed that the slope was unstable and 
more detailed investigations by structural engineers has led to a specialist 
geotechnical engineer being engaged to help move towards a resolution. 

3.3. Following approval by the Emergency Decision Making Panel, a geotechnical 
specialist was engaged to undertake a site visit, initial investigation and summary 
report advising a way forward. 

3.4. A report has now been received by Town Council Officers, and the summary 
conclusions, recommendations and preliminary remediation options are listed 
below. 

Conclusions 

• The slip appears to be within the head material over solid geology, but it is not 
clear whether the back scarp or the base of the slip is geologically defined. 

• The geometry of the slip needs to be defined. 

• The slip remains unstable. 

• The slip is likely to regress back into the slope in time. 

Recommendations 

The following investigations/surveys will be required to understand the 
causal/contributory factors of the slip and then design an economic remedial 
solution: 

• Topographic survey of the area to determine the geometric features of the slip 
and enable estimations of fill/disposal volumes - £710 

• Drainage survey of the surface water drainage provisions at the top of the slip, 
particularly those from the garage and outbuildings of the property immediately 
above the slip - £545 

• Ground investigation to determine ground conditions (two possible phases). 
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− Phase one – trial pitting one or two trial pits to a maximum depth of 4.5m 
- £1,200 

− Phase two (if required) – 2 boreholes to depths of 20m and 10m, at the 
top and bottom of the slip - £16,500 

• Laboratory testing of samples - £1,300 

• To enable the topographic survey and allow proper investigation, the Town 
Council will need to engage an external contractor to clear the vegetation at 
ground level - £1,500 

• Reporting, slope stability modelling and option proposals with detailed design 
and works drawings - £6,650 

Preliminary Remediation Options 

It is unlikely that the original slope profile can be reinstated without the 
implementation of some engineering intervention.  Hence the most likely options for 
remediation are: 

− Simple slope regrade 

− Mass gravity retaining wall 

− Reinforced soil – regrade 

− Soil nail reinforcement 

More details will be provided after the works recommended above have been 
undertaken. 

3.5. The land slippage was immediately reported to the Council’s insurance brokers and 
a visit by a loss adjuster has concluded that there is no loss or claim that can be 
made to date from this event. 

3.6. Council is asked to consider the works required and agree a budget. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1. The annual budget contains funds for general maintenance of Rosebank Gardens 
but does not contain provisions for an unforeseen event such as a landslip. 

4.2. Costs to date with respect to the landslip are £4,018. 

4.3. Further costs, if agreed, will need to be taken from reserves.  The total cost if all 
works are required amounts to £28,405, or if the trial pits are successful costs may 
be reduced to £11,905. 

5. Legal Implications 

5.1. The Town Council has Rosebank Gardens on a 99-year lease from Malvern Hills 
District Council. 

5.2. Malvern Town Council has a duty to maintain, manage and develop the gardens to 
a high standard.  MTC must also indemnify MHDC against all claims arising out of 
its occupation of the gardens. 

5.3. The landslip has taken place on the top western boundary of the gardens which runs 
along a residential property. 

 
End 
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Linda Blake 
Town Clerk 
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A REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK TO 

A MEETING OF MALVERN TOWN COUNCIL 

to be held on Tuesday 3 August 2021 at 6.00 pm 

in the Council Chamber, Malvern Hills District Council, Avenue Road  

 

POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1. For decision. 

2. Recommendation  

2.1. Full Council is asked to consider the recommendations from the meeting of Policy 
and Resources Committee held on 6 July 2021 and listed below. 

2.2. Recommendations to be presented by the Chairman of the Policy and Resources 
Committee or, if absent, the Vice-Chairman. 

i. Minute 16 Cycle to Work Scheme 

It was RECOMMENDED that Council should adopt the Bike2Work scheme, 
which would be available to all staff. 

3. Background 

3.1. At a meeting of Full Council held on 12 September 2018, it was resolved that 
committees would approve their own minutes for accuracy with any 
recommendations from committee meetings being taken separately to be accepted 
by Full Council before being put into effect. 

3.2. Full Council is therefore asked to consider the recommendations listed above in 2.2 
and to approve, amend or refer back to committee as appropriate. 

3.3. Councillors are reminded that the relevant reports as considered by committees 
when making their recommendations can be found within the papers distributed for 
the meeting and these will not be reissued. 

3.4. If any councillor has any queries relating to a recommendation, it is suggested that 
they raise it with either the Town Clerk or Chairman of Committee before the Council 
meeting. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1. Please see individual committee reports. 

5. Legal Implications 

5.1. Please see individual committee reports for specific details. 

5.2. Council decisions are supreme and therefore any changes to recommendations can 
be made with final agreement at Full Council. 

 
End  
 
Linda Blake 
Town Clerk 
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A REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK TO 

A MEETING OF MALVERN TOWN COUNCIL 

to be held on Tuesday 3 August 2021 at 6.00 pm 

in the Council Chamber, Malvern Hills District Council, Avenue Road  

 

OPERATIONS AND PLANNING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1. For decision. 

2. Recommendation  

2.1. Full Council is asked to consider the recommendations from the meeting of 
Operations and Planning Committee held on 8 July 2021 and listed below. 

2.2. Recommendations to be presented by the Chairman of the Operations and Planning 
Committee or, if absent, the Vice-Chairman. 

i. Minute 30 Refurbishment of Grave of Catherine Frances Severn Burrow 

It was RECOMMENDED that the restoration of the grave of Catherine Francis 
Severn Burrow be carried out by volunteers of the Barnleigh Housing 
Association, under the guidance of the Operations Manager. 

ii. Minute 33 Refurbishment of Barnards Green Bus Shelter 

It was RECOMMENDED to change the colour scheme to that of 1998: white 
with dark blue banding and an interior of pale yellow.  This would require listed 
building consent before any works take place.  Additionally, a Perspex fronted 
detachable mural would be commissioned with a theme linked to the bus 
shelter’s role as a war memorial. 

3. Background 

3.1. At a meeting of Full Council held on 12 September 2018, it was resolved that 
committees would approve their own minutes for accuracy with any 
recommendations from committee meetings being taken separately to be accepted 
by Full Council before being put into effect. 

3.2. Full Council is therefore asked to consider the recommendations listed above in 2.2 
and to approve, amend or refer back to committee as appropriate. 

3.3. Councillors are reminded that the relevant reports as considered by committees 
when making their recommendations can be found within the papers distributed for 
the meeting and these will not be reissued. 

3.4. If any councillor has any queries relating to a recommendation, it is suggested that 
they raise it with either the Town Clerk or Chairman of Committee before the Council 
meeting. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1. Please see individual committee reports. 

5. Legal Implications 

5.1. Please see individual committee reports for specific details. 
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5.2. Council decisions are supreme and therefore any changes to recommendations can 

be made with final agreement at Full Council. 

 
 
End  
 
Linda Blake 
Town Clerk 
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A REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK TO 

A MEETING OF MALVERN TOWN COUNCIL 

to be held on Tuesday 3 August 2021 at 6.00 pm 

in the Council Chamber, Malvern Hills District Council, Avenue Road  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PANEL RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1. For decision. 

2. Recommendation  

2.1. Full Council is asked to consider the recommendations from the meeting of the 
Environmental Panel held on 28 July 2021 and listed below. 

2.2. Recommendations to be presented by the Chairman of the Environmental Panel or, 
if absent, the Vice-Chairman. 

i. Minute 6 Format and Terms of Reference on Environmental Panel 

It was RECOMMENDED that the terms of reference as attached at Appendix A 
be approved by Full Council. 

ii. Minute 8 Recommendation to Full Council for a Green Audit 

It was RECOMMENDED that Malvern Town Council engages an organisation 
to undertake the establishment of its carbon footprint, subject to budget 
approvals. 

iii. Minute 10 Annual Planting Schemes 

It was RECOMMENDED that Malvern Town Council sets a target for the 
planting schemes of bedding from October 2022 of 80% perennials and 20% 
annuals. 

It was RECOMMENDED that Malvern Town Council sets a target of planting 
schemes for troughs, baskets and planters in spring 2022 to be 50% insect-
friendly. 

iv. Minute 11 Joint Working - Beauchamp Road, Platform Housing 

It was RECOMMENDED that Cllr Taylor act as an intermediary link to the 
Environmental Panel regarding this project and report back accordingly. 

3. Background 

3.1. At a meeting of Full Council held on 12 September 2018, it was resolved that 
committees would approve their own minutes for accuracy with any 
recommendations from committee meetings being taken separately to be accepted 
by Full Council before being put into effect. 

3.2. Full Council is therefore asked to consider the recommendations listed above in 2.2 
and to approve, amend or refer back to committee as appropriate. 

3.3. Councillors are reminded that the relevant reports as considered by committees 
when making their recommendations can be found within the papers distributed for 
the meeting and these will not be reissued. 
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3.4. If any councillor has any queries relating to a recommendation, it is suggested that 

they raise it with either the Town Clerk or Chairman of Committee before the Council 
meeting. 

4. Financial Implications 

4.1. Please see individual committee reports. 

5. Legal Implications 

5.1. Please see individual committee reports for specific details. 

5.2. Council decisions are supreme and therefore any changes to recommendations can 
be made with final agreement at Full Council. 

 
End  
 
Linda Blake 
Town Clerk



APPENDIX A 
 

 MALVERN TOWN COUNCIL 

ENVIRONMENTAL PANEL - TERMS OF REFERENCE 

1. Advisory Powers 

1.1. Acting within the powers and responsibilities of Malvern Town Council, consider and 

recommend achievable and sustainable targets, to achieve the objectives set out in 

the Council’s Environmental Policy. 

1.2. To actively measure achievements against the set targets. 

1.3. To work in partnership with officers, representatives from local environmental 

groups, residents and businesses to agree and instigate actions leading to 

behavioural change. 

1.4. To work up and activate a communication strategy to convey the severity of the 

climate change emergency to residents and businesses. 

1.5. In accordance with the communication strategy, advise and enlighten the 

community on ways residents and businesses can take independent action to cut 

greenhouse gas emissions; 

1.6. To provide a progress report to Full Council at least every six months. 

2. Powers Delegated to the Town Clerk and Officers 

2.1. To undertake any specific reviews in accordance with the above and seek specialist 

or professional advice when necessary; 

2.2. The approval by the Town Clerk or Deputy Town Clerk/Operations Manager of 

expenditure of £2,500 or less relating to any matter as a result of the Environmental 

Panel’s undertaking; 

2.3. In the event that the budget outlined in 2.1 is likely to be exceeded, the matter must 

be returned to the Policy and Resources Committee. 

3. Membership 

3.1. Membership of the Environmental Panel shall be seven members as agreed 

annually at the Annual Council Meeting. 

3.2. The Environmental Panel may co-opt non-voting members with relevant skills, 

experience and knowledge consistent with these Terms of Reference and point 1.3 

in particular. 

4. Quorum 

4.1. The Environmental Panel shall be quorate when no fewer than four voting members 

are present. 

4.2. If fewer than four voting members are present, the meeting shall stand adjourned. 

5. Chairman 

5.1. The Environmental Panel will elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman from amongst 

their number in accordance with the procedure as specified in Council’s Standing 

Orders. 
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5.2. If the Chairman is not present, the Vice Chairman will take the meeting.  If neither 

is present, members will elect a Chairman for the meeting from amongst their 

number. 

6. Frequency and Timing of Meetings 

6.1. The purpose of working parties (panels, forums, groups) is that meetings may be 

called at relatively short notice at any reasonable time in order that urgent issues 

can be considered. 

6.2. A meeting may be held on any day of the week and at any reasonable time of day 

or evening; 

6.3. A meeting will be held as soon as a quorum is confirmed and cancelled or postponed 

if it is apparent in advance that the meeting will not be quorate. 

7. Standing Orders 

7.1. The Standing Orders of Malvern Town Council will apply. 

 


